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I. Introduction

A. | attended the Univergty of lllinoisin Chicago for my second through sxth yearsof college. The sudent body numbered around 25,000. Of
that number, approximately 0.0004% (4/ 10,000 of 1 percent), shared my major. That@about ten sudentsout of 25,000 who, like me, majored
in Classcs We dudied classcal civilization, literature, and language. T hink Greek and Roman classcs Latin and Greek.

B. One of my profesors Dr. MacGregor, taught classes like the Roman Epic and Classcal Literature. As| remember, Dr. MacGregor always
amoked in class He wasa chain snoker and he coughed and hacked asmuch ashetalked.

C. Hewasactually a nice enough man. Though | thought he wasreally cynical, he actually took time to personally encourage me.

D. One of his pet themes gill bugs me today. Dr. MacGregor pent many weeks teaching that Chrigianity was not original. Ingead, it was a
corrupt copy of another religion called Mithraisn. Mithraism, he explained, was a pagan religion with a top secret initiation rite and top secret
doctrines It taught about a Persan god-human hybrid who wasvirgin born, died and rose again. He taught that the early Chrigians borrowed
from Mithraism and applied the goriesto Jeus T hen, to maintain their power, the early Chrigians suppressed the gory of Mithras

E. Hetaught all of thisasif it were Smple fact and there wasno room for dispute.

F. There | was 20 years old, a dedicated Chridian, hearing my profesor talk about a religion | had never heard of. He taught a Chrigian
dependency upon Mithraism and | had no answer. Histeachingsshook my faith. So | began what turned out to be a lifetime of gudieson these
things.

Il. War of the Worlds

A. Today ispart three of a seriescalled War of the Worlds We live in the crossfire of competing worldviews a clash of civilizations T he kingdom
of God has collided with the kingdoms of thisworld and you have to declare your allegiance. Who will you gand for? In the War of the Worlds
whose side are you on? How can you even decide? That@what we@e looking at. Our resource to answer these questionsisthe New T estament
book of Colossans

B. What kind of world do we live in when employeescan®wish a cusomer Merry Chrigmas?

C. What kind of world do we live in when the campus of UC Davis holdsa Whole Earth Fetival, Quorking towards[sic] addressing the planetary
disharmony and personal imbalances by offering hope, inspiraiton and love to al our relations animals rocks ideasand plantsO Or when a
handful of Chrigtians are sopped by the K arma Patrol? T heir crime? distributing Chrigtian leaflets and thereby causing Cbad karma?O [Jones
69, http:/ / wef.ucdavisedu/ content/ view/ 32/ 65/ |

D. What kind of world is it when the dean of the ssminary at Harvard Univerdty declaresthe Bible isnot the only truth for Chridians and that
there was not only one gospd, but four, and that the teachers the early church rejected as heretics, realy weren® heretics but religious
aternativesthat are equally valid for today?[Jones 74-77]

E. What kind of world isit when the blockbuger DaVinci Code saysthat the Gnogic Scriptures are the real Scriptures, and the Bible we have isa
political document, even though all of those Gnogic ideasare old ideasthat have been proven to be higorically and factually false?

F. 1@ say that we Chrigtiansneed to roll up our deevesand get solid about what we believe.

I11. Colossans

A. CFa Heresuad us fram the damain o darkness, and transfered us to the kingdam o His bdoved Sm, in wham we have redaptian, the fagveness o snsO Col
1:13,14.

B. Our topic isredemption and our focusisverse 14: In whom (Chrigt), in Chrig, we have redemption, the forgiveness of sns. And Ephesans 1.7
clarifiesthat we have thisredemption through hisblood. So what doesthat all mean?

C. What isredemption? It dependson who you ask.

1V. Redemption

A. Shortly after the time of Jesus, a philosophy came into being called Gnogticiam. It was an adaptable philogphy that glommed onto many different
religions and eventually took them over. It redefined them. When the church leaders saw the very beginnings of Gnogiciam take root in their
churches they didn®waste a minute. They got out their theological weed-wackersand cut Gnosticism down to size.

B. One outcropping of Gnogician was a eries of cults called the Mygery Religions The Mygery Religions flourished for a few hundred years,
gdarting around A.D. 100. Like Scientology today, these ancient mygery religions all had one major quality in common: they held top secret
ceremoniesthat were open only to the initiated. But once you werein, you got to climb aladder of secret knowledge until you achieved salvation
or redemption.

C. These mydery religions worshipped Osdris Mithras, and Dionysus They worshipped Demeter and included Eleusnian and Orphic mygery
cults They had five qualitiesin common:

1. They followed the annual agricultural cycle: An annual cycle of death, rebirth, growth, and new life.

2. They held scret ceremonies and only the initiated could attend. In those ceremonies they verbally communicated the my<eries of
their religion. This secret knowledge (the word for this is ghads) could not be found in writing and could not be found outsde the
rituals Initiateswere sworn to secrecy.

3. Each mythological god had a gory that focused on hisor her victory over something: Return to life or conques over enemies

4. Doctrine and correct belief were never emphaszed. The mystery religions focused on emotions (Processions, fagting, a play, acts of
purification, speaking in tongues, blazing lights sacrifices, being doused in the blood of a bull. All of these girred up an emotional
frenzy which wasthought to bring the worshipper into union with a god.

5. The goal of the rituals remained the ssme: A mysgical experience of union with a god; an escape from the bondage to your body; an
experience of non-being, ultra-being, transpersonality.

D. Remember the timing: These cultsflourished after A.D. 100, after Chrigianity had been egablished. Mog of the Bible had been written and the
aposleshad died.



WOWO08-03 Redemption May 24-25, 2008 2

E. They flourished in the pagan world firg; not among the Jews Chrigtianity wasgill largely a Jewish religion.
F. What wasthe appeal?

1. They were dlitigs You were either an indder or an outdder and it felt a lot better to be an indder.

2. They cut loose: Uninhibited frenzy, a kind of ancient mosh pit meetsextreme charignatic phenomena.

3. They appealed to superstition: You@ have better crops, more sonsand more money if you belonged to a mystery religion.

4. They were mix and match: You could belong to as many different mygery religions as you wanted. You could worship as many
different godsasyou wanted. It wasall good.

G. Thiswasnothing like Chridianity.

1. Chrstianity was not cyclical, it was linear. Chrigianity didn® go round and round in cycles of life and death and reincarnation.
Higory goes one direction. There isone gigantic gory, from Genessto Revelation, with one ending: The redemption of the creation
and of those who believe in Jesus

2. Chriginaity was monotheigic. No mix and match allowed. It would have been unthinkable for the fird Chrigians mog of them
Jewish, to worship multiple gods

3. Chrgtianity was grounded in higory; in the gory of a person who walked the sreets of Nazareth and Jersusalem. A person who was
touched, handled, crucified and rose again. The myseries had no such person. Their dories were myths with no dates no eye
witneses no subgance. Jug goriesthat gprang up. Jesuswas higory.

4. Chridianity wrote down its truths Whatever secrets God might have had, He made them open secrets written down, publically
proclaimed and available for all. No initiation required. Whoever desred to know the truth could know thetruth. It wasthat smple.

H. To sy that Chridianity depended on the mygery religions, is smply ridiculous. The timing was wrong. T he teaching was wrong. T he world
viewswere entirely opposte.
I. To me, the biggeg difference of all isthat the redemption offered by Chrig is completely different from the redemption offered in the mygic
religionsof the world.
V. Gnogic Redemption
A. One early teacher who tried to blend Gnogicisn with Chrigianity was named Valentinus Valentinus was a popular teacher in Rome.
Remember, we are aking the quegtion, what isredemption?

1. Hereisthe gnogic view of redemption astaught by Valentinus around A.D. 200: "The spiritstrandormed by knowledge (Gnoss) rest
in the middle region...where their Mother the Sophia clothed with them awaits the consummation of the world. Her own final
salvation takes place when all the pnuematic (spiritual) elementsin the world have been "formed" by knowledge and perfected. Then
the spirits, gripped of their souls with their Mother enter the Pleroma, which becomes the bridal chamber in which takes place the
marriage of Sophia with Jesusand that of the siritswith their bridegrooms, the angelsaround Jesus”

2. "With this the Fullnessisregored in itsintegrity, the original breach finally repaired, the pre-temporal loss[of Light through Sophia's
original Passon] retrieved; and matter and soul, the expresson of the fall, with their organised sysem, the world, cease to exig."
[HansJonas, The Gnogic Religion, p.196]

B. Say what? If you@®e scratching your head, hereit isagain in plain language:

1. Gnogic redemption means liberation from your evil body. Remember, the body is evil, but the spirit is good. You need to be
unshackled from your body, which ether happens a) when you die, or b) when you become a being of light and transcend your body.

2. Gnogic redmeption meansinitiation into secrets.

3. Gnogtic redemption meansthat you dissolve into non-being, non-personality. You no longer remain you, but you become one with the
Cosgmic Consciousess

4. Gnogtic redemption offersno eternal life, in the Chrigtian sense of it. No heaven. No forever. No future hope. Jug thislife and that®it.

5. Gnogic redemption doesnot deliver you from guilt, shame, evil or sn. None of these are even addressed.

6. Gnogic redemption rexson YOU. On your faithfulness your efforts your climbing the ladder of knowledge.

C. But againg all of this Paul writes, in Him (Christ, the Son of God), you have redemption and he amplies what he means Qhe forgiveness of
sdnsOT hisredemption, Paul writes(in Ephesians 1:7), isby His blood.
D. So what doesall thismean?
VI. Biblical redemption
A. The premise of redemption: Human bondage to sin.

1. In the biblical picture, we are born into the dave market of Sn. Jesus taught, Of the Son shall make you free, you shall be free
indeed.O

2. The reigious leaders got all huffy. What do you mean free? We®e Jews Wele sons of Abraham. We®e never been anybody(® daved
(Never mind the Roman flag flying over Jersusalem).

3. Jesus said, OWhoever commits sin isthe dave of Sn.OThisisthe all important satement. It meansthat sin isnot smply a bunch of
disconnected, random fragmentsof you doing an occasonal bad thing. Sin isnot Smply something you do.

4. Sin isan expresson of a deeper problem. An expresson of abasc twig in human nature; that we are moral charity cases moral train
wrecksON THE INSIDE. You might have a very clean outside, but that doesn®change the insde, right?

5. You, if you have snned, are a dave of Sn. So says Jeus

. Now, let@take a poll: Anybody here who hasnever snned, raise your hand.
7. Human bondageto sn isthe premise of redemption:
a) O\mong thamwetco dl famaly lived in thelusts o aur flesh, induiging the desires of theflesh and o themind, and were by nature dildren of
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wrath, e astheres. OEphesans 2:3.
b) CFa wedso meewaefadish arsdves, dschardiant, desver, endaved tovarious lusts and plessures, spending aur lifein meliceand ewy, hateful,
hating meanathe . OT itus 3:3.

B. The problem of redemption: Adebt we cannot pay.

1.

Theway a dave was st free was Smple; you had to work hard, save your money and purchase your freedom.

2. Very few daveswere ever ableto buy their freedom in the ancient world.

3.

4.
5.
6.

But what about the spiritual world? What isthe price of freedom? What isthe debt we owe?
a) O say it again. If you are trying to find favor with God by being circumcised, you must obey all of the regulationsin the
whole law of Moses OGalatians5:3.
b) OAnd thepasm whokeps al o thel aws exagt aneis as gLilty as thepesm whohes brden dl of God@lans OJames 2:10
The price for you or meto go free from the bondage to sin is perfect obedience to 100% of God@laws
Good luck. T hat isthe problem of redemption. We arein a kind of bondage we can®fix.
But Jesuscan. That@why He came.

C. Theprice of redemption: The precious blood of Christ.

1.

2.

CKnoning thet you werend redkeamed with caruptiblethings likesilver o gdd, fram your aimless andudt reséved by tradition fram your fathas, but with the
pradasshlond of Chrigt, as d alambwithaut berish and withaut spa.O1Peter 1:18,19

Notice what thisverse saysfirg: What cannot, did not and will not save you. That isdlver, gold or any corruptible thing. That means
smply this You cannot and do not pay any part of the price of your freedom from bondage to sn. You don® pay for your
redemption. You can®afford it. You don®have enough money, enough rdigion, enough good works, enough mystery, enough ritual,
enough ecdatic frenzy, enough morality, enough good deeds enough moral merit badges enough love, enough generosty, enough
niceness, enough charity, enough self-sacrifice, enough wisdom, enough knoweldge, enough good luck, enough karma, enough law-
keeping, enough obedience, enough conformity, enough non-conformity... you don® have enough. Get it? You are trying to buy
redemption with the wrong currency.

. What isthe right currency?
. The precious blood of Chrigt. His sacrifricial death on the cross His substitutionary death on the Cross You had a debt you couldn®

pay. Jesus paid it for you when He died on the cross God gave Him your snsand then punished Him to death for those Sns asyour
willing subgtitute. Then God gave you Hisrighteousnessasan absolutely free gift and treatsyou asif you were asgood as JesusChridg.

. Thereyou werein the dave market of sn and Jesus bought you.
. You hung your head and thought, QWell, I @n jus trading one davery for another.OBut, He reached out to you, lifted your head and

said, ONo you@e not. | st you free.O

. That isredemption. It meansto buy a dave and st him free.
. Colossan 1:14 saysthat if you are a Chrigdian, you have redemption in Chrig. You have the forgiveness of snsin Chrid. It isa present

possesson. You haveit today. You don®have to work for it. You have a Redeemer and you have redemption.

D. Theresults of redemption: Freedom and power for the life of your dreams
1. Redemption means freedom from everything that holds you back from God® plan for your life. What holds you back today? Guilt or

VIl. Concluson

shame for those skeletonsin your closet? Chrig died for them. He® done with them:; you be done with them, too. Wont&you just hand
them over to God and move on?

. What about money and all the terrible stuff in our economy? Listen, God can use money problemsto get our attention, can®He? But,

He can als redeem usfrom bondage to money, too. He can bring you out of a deep hole. You get your heart right with God and gain
financial wisdom from Scripture. It might take some doing, but you are not a dave to money. Don®act like one.

. Some are davesto addictions, alcohol, drugsor sexual addiction. Chrig has st you free and now you have to operate in that freedom.

It takes great faith and great faith takes great maturity. But H e redeemed you and, Chrigtian, it@timeto act likeit.

. You might feel like a dave to your pag; your terrible father, your evil gepmother.
. Some see themselves as a dave to the sars fate, karma and luck.
. Chrig isbigger than all of it and He has sent you free. In Him, you are redeemed. You are free. T he price has been paid, the chains

have been unlocked. Believe it and go free

. Some are daves to intellectual games and philsophies. | believe the true Chridian life is a thinking life. You have to use your mind.

You have to love God with all your MIND. 1t@not about blind faith; it@not about going with the spirit insead of the mind or going
on emotion ingead of the mind. God gave you a mind; God gave you the Word of God. Whatever else you might fill your mind with,
fill it with God@Word. Hisword is called the perfect law of liberty and it will et you free.

A. There isnothing in the ancient world, there is nothing in Mithraism, there is nothing in any religion like biblical redemption. If the Son, Jesus
Chrig, makesyou free, you are free indeed.

B. From OF he Fall and Recovery of ManOby ChrigmasEvans 1766-1838:

C. CBuppose avasgt graveyard surrounded by a lofty wall, with only one entrance which isby a massve iron gate and that is fast bolted. Within are
thousands and millions of human beings, of all agesand classes by one epidemic disease bending to the grave. T he gravesyawn to swallow them
and they mug all perish. Thereisno balm to relieve, no phydcian there.

O

. Such isthe condition of man asa snner. All have snned and it iswritten, & he soul that snneth shall die.®

E. But, while the unhappy race lay in that dismal prison, Mercy came and stood at the gate and wept over the melancholy scene, exclaiming, @h,
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that | might enter! | would bind up their wounds; | would relieve their sorrows | would save their sould@®

F. An embassy of angels commissoned from the court of heaven to some other world paused at the sght and heaven forgave that pause. Seeing
Mercy sanding there, they cried, Mercy, cangt thou not enter? Cans thou look upon that scene and not pity? Cansg thou pity, and not rdlieve?0

. Mercy replied. @ can seelCand in her tears she added, @ can pity, but | can not relievelO

. @Vhy cang thou not enter?Onquired the heavenly host. @h!Gsaid Mercy,

. Qustice has barred the gate againg me and | must not, cannot, unbar it!O

. At thismoment, Justice appeared, asif to watch the gate. The angelsasked, ®Vhy wilt thou not suffer Mercy to enter?0

. Hegernly replied, @ he law isbroken and it must be honored! Diethey, or Jugtice musgt!®

. Then appeared aform among the angelic band like unto the Son of God. Addresing Himsdf to Jugtice, He said, ®hat are thy demands?0

. Jugtice replied, My demands are rigid; | must have ignominy for their honor, scknessfor their hedlth, death for their life. Without the shedding
of blood thereisno remisson!®

. Qustice,Gsaid the Son of God, @ accept thy terms On Me be thiswrong! Let Mercy enter and stay the carnival of death!O

. @Vhat pledge dogt thou give for the performance of these conditions?0

. My word; my oath!G®Vhen wilt thou perform them23Bour thousand years hence, on the hill of Calvary, without the wallsof Jerusalem.0

. The bond was prepared and sgned and sealed in the presence of attendant angels Jugtice was satidied, the gate was opened and Mercy entered,
preaching salvation in the name of Jesus The bond was committed to patriarchs and prophets A long series of rites and ceremonies sacrifices
and obligations was indtituted to perpetuate the memory of that solemn deed. At the close of the four thousandth year, when Daniel® Geventy
weeksOwere accomplished, Justice and Mercy appeared on the hill of Calvary.

R. @Vhere,Gsaid Justice, @sthe Son of God?0Behold him,Ganswered Mercy, Gt the foot of the hilll®And there H e came, bearing His own crossand
followed by His weeping church. Mercy retired and s$ood aloof from the scene. Jesus ascended the hill like a lamb for the sacrifice. Jugtice
presented the dreadful bond, saying, & hisisthe day on which thisarticle must be canceled.O

S. The Redeemer took it. What did He do with it? T ear it to pieces and catter it to the winds? No! He nailed it to Hiscross crying, @ isfinished!O
Thevictim ascended the altar. Jugtice called on Holy Fire to come down and consume the sacrifice.

T. Holy Firereplied, ® come! | will consume the sacrifice and then | will burn up the world!Gt fell upon the Son of God and rapidly consumed His
humanity; but when it touched His deity, it expired. Then wasthere darkness over the whole land and an earthquake shook the mountain; but
the heavenly host broke forth in rapturous song. @lory to God in the highest! on earth peace! good will to man!O

U. Thus grace hasabounded and the free gift has come upon all, and the gospe has gone forth proclaiming redemption to every creature. ®or by
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yoursaves it isthe gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast.CBy grace ye are loved,
redeemed and judified. By grace ye are called, converted, reconciled and sanctified. Salvation is wholly of grace. The plan, the process, the
consummation are all of grace.0

1. http:/ / www.bereabaptistchurch.org/ articles EvansChrismas’ FallAndRecoveryOfMan.html

V. OFa Heresuad us fran thedamain o darkness, and trandfared us tothekingdam o His bdoved Sm, in whamwe haveredaption, thefagveness o sSnsOColossans

1:13-14
W. Nothing like Mithrasor any other god, if you ak me.
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