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I. Introduction

A. In the western suburbs of Chicago, a gigantic mansion sits far off the street behind a wrought iron fence. Going way back to
my high school days, I drove by it for many years without knowing what it was. All I knew was that the place was spookys; it
gave me the creeps. So did its name, TheThesphical Sddy o Amgica

B.1 didn’t think much of it, until one day I visited my doctor. His waiting room had literature about a strange
religion/philosophy called “theosophy.” Theosophy, the literature said, was a worldwide movement in search of truth—the
single, unified truth that transcended all religion. It sounded suspect to me.

C. It sounded even more suspect after my best friend, who had recommended the doctor to me, told me about a treatment the
doctor gave him. The doctor thought my friend was deficient in minerals. He laid him on an exam table and started snatching
away at the air above my friend’s body. He called this, “cleansing his aura.” Then, he took a vial of copper, waved it around
in the air above my friend’s heart and said if my friend was deficient in copper, the vial would vibrate. Over and over, with
magnesium, phosphorous and zinc, he gradually built up a little pile of minerals that vibrated in the air over my friend’s chest
because his cleansed aura indicated he was deficient.

D. This is an AMA certified, graduate of the University of Chicago medical schools committed to medicine, theosophy and

cleansed auras.
E.
F. What would you say about a religion, a philosophy really, that saw all things as one, taught physical existence as a temporary

C

I changed doctors.

state of being and promised a coming release from the limitations of the body and absorption into the unity of all being?

G. Most of us know actors like Tom Cruise, John Travolta and Kirstie Alley practice a religion called Scientology. You may have
driven by churches called Christian Science or Religious Science.

H. You might also know that Madonna follows spiritual literature called the Kabbala.

I. You’ve probably also heard of a book and movie called, “The DaVinci Code”. But, I'll bet you’ve never realized all these
things are connected. Let me tell you how.

II. The Connection

A. First, let me back up. We are beginning a new series today called War of The Worlds. I named it after the original 1953
movie, not the 2005 remake with Tom Cruise. Both movies were based on the 1898 book by H.G. Wells.

B. Let me tell you how I decide what topic or book of the Bible to preach. I try to stay sensitive to what I see and hear going on
in people’s lives. I listen to the questions you ask me and I read the emails you send. I look for patterns the people in our
church are struggling with and try to find the underlying connections.

C. What I'm seeing right now is a big battle: on a personal level, a cultural level and a spiritual level. So many people are
struggling with money, jobs and the economy. Many more are struggling with relationships, marriage, child-rearing and just
making it through the day. On another level, many struggle with knowing what to believe. What makes Christianity different,
unique or better than any other religion? How can we say Jesus Christ is true and every other way, at best, a horrible mistake?

D. In our culture, I see Christians increasingly set on the side. In some schools you can’t say Merry Christmas. The idea of a

Savior from sin and an after life in either heaven or hell seems so remote. Christians seem way out of touch, like quaint relics
from a pre-internet past.
E.

C

At the same time, eastern religions are making a comeback. Richard Gere can talk about Buddhism; the Dali Lama is front
page news after the Chinese crackdown in Tibet.
F. At the same time, influential leaders (like Oprah) guide millions of viewers down a spiritual path that has very little to do with
the Jesus of Scripture.
G. The bottom line of all these factors is a growing UNCERTAINTY around the church that has now seeped into the church.
The people of God, followers of the Word and Way of Jesus, are less and less certain of the old time faith.
H. When life is tough, desperate people take desperate measures. Where can you turn for help? So many wonder if there is
something to religions and spirits other than Christ. Every hero, from Superman to Harry Potter to Spiderman and the
Skywalker boys, solve their problems without reference to Jesus Christ, the Bible or an all-knowing, all-powerful, invisible
supreme being we call God.
I. No wonder Christians are more uncertain than ever before. No wonder the vast majority of Christians, when they enter high
school, abandon the faith they were reared with.
J. We live in an age of flux, uncertainty and in an age of insecurity.
K. What if I told you none of this is new and all of it goes back to a single, unified philosophy the earliest Christians had to deal
with too. What if God’s Word offers proven secrets to guide you through today’s war or ideas? Wouldn’t you want to get a
grip on these things?
III. The Unifying Factor
A. So, what does Oprah’s new-age-ism, Madonna’s Kabbalism, my ex-doctor’s Theosophy, our current culture’s pluralism, Dan
Brown’s TheDaVind Cadg the rise of Wicca and earth-religions (especially among young people) and Tom Cruise’s Scientology
all have in common?
B. Yau antracethemadl toasnde andet philasgphy called Gnotidsm
C. Every one of us in this church is caught in the crossfire of a war of ideas. On one side, is the faith of Jesus Christ as revealed in
the Bible. On the other side, is the revived philosophies of Gnosticism, as taught by Oprah, Dan Brown, Tom Cruise, the
World Congress of Churches and even many evangelicals who should know better.
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D. You are caught in a tug of war of ideas that impacts everything about your life; your morality, education, marriage, prayers,
music, entertainment and commitments.

Unless you recognize this war, you may end up (by accident and with the most sincere intentions) on the wrong side and not
even know it.

E.

C

F. In the earliest days of Christianity, Gnosticism was not an organized religion, but it had taken root. It was starting to grow like
a weed, even in the churches, even among Christians.

G. So, church leaders like Paul and John took up arms against Gnosticism.

H. One of the books of the Bible written to combat the beginnings of Gnosticism was the book of Colossians. That’s why we’re
going to study it together. Let’s get into the book and I'll give you details about Gnosticism as different topics come up.

IV. Colossians 1

A CPau, an aptle d Jesus Chrigt by thewill of God, and Timahy aur brather, Tothesaints and faithful brethren in Christ who arein Cdosse
Graetoyau and pescefram Gad aur Father and theLard Jesus Christ. OCiolossians 1:1-2.

1. The city of Colosse had a great past. It had been a military outpost and extremely wealthy. But, when Paul wrote,
the Colossians were past their prime. They had to look back in time to remember their best days. The city declined
from a wealthy political center to a no-account, backwater, hill town. Colosse was the least important city ever to
receive a letter from St. Paul.

2. But, a dangerous teaching had taken root and Paul had to write to them.

3. What happens when a culture peaks and starts to slide downhill? Its people become desperate and grasp at anything
to stop the downbhill slide, to regain their lost power, lost wealth and lost glory. That’s what happened in Colosse.
That’s what’s happening today.

4. In both cases, desperate people grabbed onto a popular philosophy that we call Gnosticism.

B. OWegvethanks to theGad and Father f aur Lad Jewus Chrigt, praying dways far yau, sncewe heard o yaur faith in Christ Jesus and of yaur
loefa dl thesaintsOColossians 1:3,4.

1. Paul had never personally seen the church in Colosse, but he had heard about them, about their faith and their love.
These people were genuine Christians. The word here is “saints.”

2. Sainthood, by the way, is not something conferred upon you by the church when you die. It is a new status you
receive from God when you receive Jesus. To be a saint means to be a person who exists for the purposes of God.
Every Christian is a saint. It is a Scriptural title for every follower of Jesus. How does he know they are saints?

C. Ohxaused thehopewtichiislaid up fa you in heaven, d which yau heerd bfarein theward o thetruth of thegospd, which hes aametoyau, asiit
hesdsoin al thewald, and is bringng fath fruit, asit is aso ammg you sncetheday yau heard and knew thegace d Gad in truth; as yau dso
learned fram Epeptras, aur deer fdlow savart, whois a faithful minister o Christ an yaur berelf, who also dedared to us yaur lowein the Sairit.O
Colossians 1:5-8.

1. He knows, “because of the hope [confidence] they have in heaven.” There’s so much here, but let’s just say this:

a) By definition, a Christian is a person who is destined for heaven and is confident of that. Are you confident
you have a home in heaven? That is the great hope of Christianity.

2. What is heaven? In biblical theology, heaven is the place where God makes His presence specially known and where

Jesus is now in His glorified body. One day, you will have a new body, a glorious body. You will be in heaven. You
will still be you, with all your sin subtracted and all your capacities maximized. That’s heaven in the Bible.

3. But, in Gnosticism, heaven is something entirely different. In Gnosticism, heaven is a state of being where there are
no bodies. In fact, bodies are evil.

4. Under Gnosticism, when your soul is finally freed from your physical body, you become one with the cosmic
consciousness. One with all that is. You join the universal mind, or the Force, or the All, or Oneness of Being. The
Gnostic idea of heaven has no individuals, no individuality. You will no longer be you and I will no longer be me.
We will be absorbed into the cosmic oneness and that’s it.

5. Sound familiar?

6. From the very beginning of his letter, Paul reminds his readers of the ABC’s of our faith and hints that what we
believe is NOT compatible with Gnosticism.

D. CFa thisressn wedsq sincetheday weherdit, donct osseto pray far yau.OColossians] :9a.

1. Does anybody know what the fastest growing religion among American and Australian youth and college age
students today is?

2. It’s called Wicca or what you might know as witchcraft. Here’s a report from US News and World Report.

a) “This New Age "spell" is among dozens of mystical exercises laid out, cookbook style, in a 250-page
handbook that is flying off the shelves at Borders, Barnes & Noble, and other mainstream stores. Written
for 10 to 17 year-olds by New Age author Silver Ravenwolf (a Wiccan pseudonym), it boasts everything a
kid needs to become "a pentacle-wearing, spell-casting, completely authentic witch!" That includes
instructions for such uniquely teen rituals as the Bad Bus Driver spell, the Un-Ground Me spell, and the
Just-Say-No spell.” [SO YOU WANT TO BE A TEENAGE WITCH? By: Mulrine, Anna, U.S. News &

World Report, 00415537, 03/01/99, Vol. 126, Issue 8.]
3. MTV’s website has a popular interview with a Wiccan who mentors young people how to cast spells. The Wiccan
says, “Spells often focus on healing, self-improvement, to give a boost to relationships, confidence, finances or
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10.

grades. There are simple candle spells, “chill out" and "sweeten up" spells, spells to help end arguments and even
animal-healing spells to help a sick pet.”

. Because, under Wicca, the way you manipulate your world is by casting spells, good spells and bad spells.
. Where does that idea come from? It comes from Gnosticism. If all is one and one is all, then you are part of all

things, including nature and including the person who’s hurting you. You can, by meditation, casting spells,
chanting, or joining in certain rituals manipulate the world around you.

. The whole world view of Gnosticism is radically different from what we see in the Bible.
. Paul is chained in prison in Rome. The Colossians are 1,000 miles away. Yet, Paul prays for them and when he

prays, he asks God, as a personal being, to do something specific. He doesn’t chant. He doesn’t cast spells. He
doesn’t manipulate the Force. He doesn’t launch a voyage into inner space.

. Paul looks to his Father in heaven, speaks his requests and leaves the results in the hands of God. That is prayer.
. But today, more and more hurting, desperate people are turning to spells, chanting, meditation and false gods to do

what only God can do and will do when we pray.
Notice what Paul asks for; he prays that they would be filled with the knowledge of God’s will.

E. OFa this ressn wedsg sincetheday weheard it, donat assseto pray far yau, and to ask thet you may befilled with theknoMedge o His will in
al wisdom and spiritual understandngOColossians 1:9.

1.
2.

V. Meet Gnosticism

Let me stop here, because this word ‘knowledge’ becomes all-important for Gnostics.
The Greek word for knowledge is gna8s Gnaasmeans knowledge. GnogtidSnmakes a religion out of secret knowledge
that is only known by a few special people.

. Review with me. Gnadsis the Greek word for what? For knowledge. What language is the word giads® Greek.
. Do you know the Latin word for knowledge? The Latin word for the Greek word g
. The Latin word for gnosis or knowledge is the word sd@tia The reason Christian Science, Religious Science and

Scientology all have science in their name is because, in religion, Scientism is just the Latinized word for Gnosticism.

.IT'am NOT saying Scientologists, Religious Science or Christian Science practitioners are evil people. I am saying

they are anfusad people and, most likely, hurtingpeople. T am saying they are practicing teachings that long ago the
Bible warned us about.

. Because they practice these teachings, they are actually hurting themselves and need our love, our prayers and our

compassion.

. So, let me lay out a few basic principles of Gnosticism, then and now, and see how these things impact our lives and

our world today.

A. Gnosticism has a split personality.

1.

It is a little hard to study because it comes in so many different flavors. Sometimes it teaches dualism—two opposite
forces in the world constantly at war. Other times it teaches monism—all is one and one is all. So, many times
Gnostic teachers contradict each other and many times they contradict themselves.

B. Gnosticism is adaptable.

1.

2.

4.

It picks up pieces of other religions and worms its way in the door. It spreads like a virus. It uses the host religion to
multiply and then it takes over.

For example, a Jewish teacher named Philo wrote to explain Judaism to the Greek world. When he did, he got
infected by Gnosticism. He taught that the God of the Old Testament was totally separated from the matter of the
world and didn’t act on or in our world. Instead, He created intermediate beings, angels, to do what He needed
done. Gnosticism infected Judaism. It is adaptable.

. It also started infecting Christianity. So, when Paul heard that Christians in Colosse were biting the gnostic apple, he

didn’t waste any time. He wrote his letter to correct the gnostic teachings.
Gnosticism is so adaptable you can stay involved in church, call yourself a Christian and still be guided by gnostic
teachings instead of biblical ones.

C. Gnosticism teaches that matter is evil but spirit is good.

1.

3.
6.

This view is called dualism. If you can see it or touch it, it is evil. But that which is invisible, the spiritual realm, is
good.

. Gnosticism, therefore, redefines you. You are a good spirit imprisoned in an evil, material body. Liberation comes as

you transcend your body. That happens, ultimately, when you die and your spirit becomes one with every other
spirit.

. But, it can happen before you die. When you meditate enough to liberate your spirit from your body, even if for an

instant.

. In sharp contrast, the Bible teaches that when God created the world, He looked at His creation and said it was

GOOD. In fact, it was very good. The material world is not evil, it is good. Your body is not evil, it is good. Yes, you
and your whole being are tainted by sin. But none of that is original to creation, it’s all a later invader.

If matter is evil, then what about Jesus? Did Jesus have a physical body?

Well, one of the earliest ChristianGnostic teachers, taught that Jesus did not have a real body. God could not be
joined to matter. Instead, the body of Jesus was a “phantom body”, not at all like your body or mine.
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7.

8.

9.

10.

Here’s a statement from the Universal Life Church, headquartered in Modesto, CA.

a) Christ was pure spirit and only had a phantom body; Jesus just appeared to be human to his followers. A
true emissary from the Supreme God could not have been overcome by the evil of the world, and to have
suffered and died. Christ's resurrection occurred at or before Jesus' death on the cross. We define his
resurrection as  occurring  when his spirit  was liberated  from his body.
[http:/ /www.ulc.net/index.php?page=minister_data&id=3176]

The problem with this is if Jesus didn’t have a body, He wasn’t human and if He wasn’t human, He couldn’t be our
substitute. If he wasn’t human, then the Bible was wrong when it called Him the man, Christ Jesus.

Plus, if matter is evil and your body is matter, then what should you do if your body gets sick? Answer: Nothing.
Even to this day, Christian Science practitioners do not believe in seeing doctors or using medicine. Sickness is all in
your head.

Christians, on the other hand, believe God gave us our bodies and gave us doctors, hospitals and medicine as a gift
to help us. One day, God will reconfigure the very body you have today and outfit it to handle the glories of heaven.

D. Gnosticism teaches that all isone and oneisall.

VI. Conclusion

1.

This view is called monism. All is one, one is all. You and I are emanations from the same underlying realities. I am

you and you are me.

. God is not outside the universe, God is the universe. You are God and your only problem is that you don’t realize it.

When Gnosticism has become triumphant, we will be liberated from the masculine God of Christianity and
embraced by the feminine goddess of Mother Earth. Here’s a quote:
a) “She is everywhere and encompasses everything: She is everything and everybody and its opposite. She
shows for me that there is no disunity between something and its opposite. [Restoring the Goddess to
Judaism and Christianity, in Pagans in the Pews, p. 33].

. If all is one and one is all, then humanity is all one too. Nobody has a corner on right or wrong, good or evil, true or

false. Instead, all is right, all is good, all is true. Humans are divine and can create their own beliefs and own
realities.

. That leads to the conclusion that:
. All religions are one.
. David Steindl-Rast, a Benedictine monk, writing in the magazine Gnosis (a publication dedicated to the promotion

of Gnosticism in the modern world) says, "Envision the great religious traditions arranged on the circumference of a
circle. At their mystical core they all say the same thing, but with different emphasis."

. If all is one, if all people are one, if all religions are one, then the only unpardonable sin becomes splintering away

from the oneness.

. So, you have the present-day dismissal of biblical Christianity as a unique presentation of one God, one Savior, one

faith and one way to everlasting life.

. I know, if you come from these traditions, this sounds so logical, inclusive and loving. To say Christianity teaches

that which is exactly opposite of the spiritualities of the world sounds so narrow and bigoted. I get that.

. But against all of this, Paul will say that the one, supreme invisible God he calls Father, “Has delivered us from the

power of darkness and conveyed Usinto the kingdom of the Son of His love,” Colossians 1:13.

A. Christian, your blessing does not depend on the stock market, the commodities market, the price of oil or the job market.

B. Your blessing does not depend on your ability to ESCAPE the reality you see around you.
C. Your blessing does not depend on your ability to become one with nature and manipulate the world and others.
D. Your blessing depends on a Father who loves, on Jesus who died for you, rose again and who lives in you and on the Holy

Spirit who empowers and guides you.
E. No heresy, no spells, no incantations, no escapism, no turmoil in the world can stop the hand of God when He chooses to

provide, to nurture, to cherish and to bless your life.
F. God holds you in His hand. Do not fear what is happening in the world. You may be caught in the crossfire, but God is your

shield and your defender.
G. What does Scripture say to people who are buffeted by gnostic teachings?
Ohs ywu havethedarerasved Chrigt Jesus theLard, sowalk in Him, ractedl and built up in Him and estebishedl in thefaith, as you have

bemn taught, abaundinginit with thanksgving OColossians 2:6,7.

H. That is my goal for us as we work our way through this most excellent book.
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